
DEPARTMENT OF THE iNTERlOR 
Fish and Wildlife Setvice 

[ 50 CFR Part 17 ] 

ENDANGERED AND THRE4TE?IF_D 
WILDbITE HNI3 PLANTS 

Proposed Threatened Status and Critical 
Habitat for the Gal&n Coqrt~ 

The Director. U.S. Tis!] 2nd Wildlife 
Set-r 1[‘c !ncrrir:“fter. t:lc Dlrcr!or arl,rl 
the Szrvirc~. rc~I::~c ::veiy 1 h.cr- bi’ I.<.‘u;‘s 

The crItica factor determining presence 
of poptilstior:s ari;>cars to be dense 
bromc!iac! Frirwth. which in tur:? seems 
to be depel:tic:it 0:: heavy dc? prcduced 
by oror~ph~c up!ift of air striking the 
moun,am ra~:ce. The sl>?‘cii-s is found 
on!y in v:atcr-containing bromeiiads of 
the gc:nr:n V:ic*.:ic!. tlol7?7~hcrqza and 
G7zn~r:r1~7. Inhabitad bron.rll::ds h&ye 
usuaily bt’tli fc:;:;:! in c!zc:cr.i. A !cx 
incidence of ::oidsn coqu:s in isolated 
bro!??c:iadz sug;:c~ts chat dispersal dk- 
tnnces are s;iort. 

Sectlon 4(a) of the Act states: 

This authority has been delegated to 
the Dire&r. 

These findings are summarized herein 
I:nder each of the rive criteria of section 
4(a) of the Act. These factors, and their 
applirat.icn to the gokien coqui are as 
fol!cws: 

1. 2%: present (ir threatened destruc- 
tion modificc,tion. or curlnilment of its 
habitat or runge. Wthin the ranze of the 
coldcn coqui. thera is great demand icr 
high elevation land because crapera- 
tures are moderate and rainfall is much 
lower than at mozt other compnrab!e 
elpvztions. The presence of dirt roads 
aM the au:tabi;itr of f.he !and for pas- 
ture have promotrd development to the 
summits well aiieed of pavement con- 
sv::ctlon. 

The tiabitat is penerallv some;vhat 
serif and scTc?ptible to fir.2 tlnmnee. One 
scrzb area ssnrched in 1CX had go!den 
coauis in brr)mt>liztds on the ground. iri 
In& trees. and on some large bould?rs. 
He-&ruInillatlon in 19X. a;rcr a fire. re- 
I.e:ded thnt only the bromei~a~ls and their 
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18208 PROPOSED RULES 

meanjrg cf section 102’2) CC!) of the Na- 
t.ion;tl Envlrcrxen+~l Pohcy Act of 1969. 

Su~MI’I-IAL OF ~‘v’RITl-&EN COMMEXTS 

Interested persons may ilztkipzte in 
this ru:emakmg by sut:nlti.in,- written 
com!nextC and orher docuxn-6, L‘ref- 
erai;]:; in triplicate. to Dirc::or (F’WS,/ 
1\-PO 1. U.S. F!:h 2r.d IVi;&;:e Serxce, 
Depnrtxxt of the Xri+.erior. Wr~%::gton. 
D.C. 2i340. A.!: ielC’~aRt :@n:ncnts and 
materials receive d no iat?r ttan June 6, 
15’;;. v::il he coxldered. Comments and 
materxis rece:vea wll L2 available for 
pLih.iC ;n.snec;:Cil curinc norm31 ticsmess 
hours ac the Si.!wce‘s 0:5ce m Suite 500. 
?ElZ 2: Streef NIT?.. i:‘xh:n,c?on. D.C. 

Th7s proposed rukmakiw is i:csued un- 
der tile acLiior:ty coiit3:ned in the En- 
dangered Species Act of 1373. 

3. 

-; The Zi~xecu?r is pxyxxq. in consu;ta- 
-. .. -“” tion y;;?:h thn a::titrd a.gencies, gufde- 

lines for Fx‘cr~l z.~‘rx:cs for the zi;pli- 
cation of x:~%~.I 7 GI tie Qt.. In tie A. I 
future, re&ztiow v;iil be p:lhLshed rd- 
garding sxt.ion 7. Prcpcsed rem!arions 
were &sued on Janual.ry 26. 1977 >42 FX 
4868). 

Regulations pub!islxd in 50 CF’R 
Part 17 provide for the L?xuance of per- 
mits to carry out otierrvre prohibited 
activities invr,lvxng Er;dailgcred or 
TlvearLenw! species mder certxn cir- 
c?Lm.stx~ccs. Sum p2Amlt.; :nvo:vir,: En- 
dangered ;pecics ax aW:a;:>hle fcr xi-n- 
tific purpostx 3r to enn4ce ilie proPi::.*- 
tion or survi::il of :l:e spc:::tis. I!: some 
instances. permlrs may bc issllx a’xing 
a specsed pcric d of ixme to re!je*:e un- 
due! economtc t:ard~:n.ip xr:ich would be 
suffer& il such rc:;ef wre nc: available. 

Pursuant to section -115) of the Act., 
the Director v:il! no’+;iy the Governor of 
Puerto Rico wit;“. rc-xnrct. to thus prorxxni 
and request hi> ccm:ncn~s and recwi- 
mendations before makin% final dewr- 
minntions. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS SCILICITED 

g&ions from the pcS!ic, other concerned 

The Director into-:x!s :hnt ::le ruies 
finally ai;pted VI:! :,e a: :*cccr.xie snd 
effective in tl!p cc:tit-I~L:::M cT any Ln- 
dangered or Th:-ezLer,ed s::ru:ics as pos- 

governmental agenc!es. the scienttic 

sib!e. Wlerefore. Rnv ccjnuze?:s or S~CI- 

communit::, incluqrr::. private ~terfz~.~ or 

(18U.S.C. 1531-1643; 87 Stat. 884.) 

This proposed rulemalring was pre- 
pared by Dr. C. Kenneth Dodd, Jr., Office 
of Endangered Species. 

Dated: March 8,1977. 
GALEN L. ETXERBAUGH, 

Actinq Director, 
Fish and Wildlife SerWe. 

AccordinnF;ly, it is hereby proposed to 
amend Part 17. Subchapter I3 of Chap- 
ter 1. Title 50 of the Code of Federal 
Re@atioss, as set forth below: 

It is proposed to amend § 17.11 by add- 
ing in alphabetxnl order the following 
to the l&t of ammals: 

8 17.li Endangered and threatened 
H ildlife. 

ccqu. Elru:hrrododvlua ,cspcri... ?iA Puwto 
gniden. 

-.._ __._ NA. 
Rico. 

Entire.... ___._ _____ T. 
. . . l .  .  .  

Lt is further proposed to amend 50 
C--R Pzrt 17’ 

§ 17.95 Critical habitat-fish and wild- 

Ev arr.endir.- ;;ropose:! 
S:.ihpart I  Of P~.L 

life. 

. 7'.17 II? mkm: De- 
cerntpr 23. 

* 

19761 by acidmg new F 17.95 
cdl 11) reading as follows: 

* * l * 

any other ir.tsrcjLtd i;art:: concernmg 
any aspect of these prooced rules ale 
hereby solicit& Cammcnts pnrtic*Larly 
are sought concexxulg: 

(1) BlO!o:lca: or other reit’vant. data con- 
s?ETnlng any t!;r~.n, !cr the lack thereof) to 
the Golder. Coqnl: 

13; hddltlonnl infom:l:!nn conre:‘:-.lrir: the 
range and dlstributlon oi ‘,1x Go!den Ccqul. 

Final m-omulzntion of the regulations 
on the Goid!> &xxi nil1 t&e into wu- 
sideratlor. tl:e comments and nny addi- 
tfonzl isforxztiol: rc cr!*:e:l by the Direc- 
tor and sl.;ch co:nm~~;iic,~tic.~~:; mn:: :t*nd 
him to adopt 8x1 rxuiar,ions tkat dlncr 
from this propo.;al. 

cd) Amphibians--(l) GoldcrL Coqui. 
(i) The folloxing area (exclusive of 
tho:.e culstii?g manmade structures or 
settlements whici? are not necessary to 
the survival 07 recovery cf the species) 
is Critical Habitat I’or the Golden Coqui 
tEleuthcrodactv!us jasperi) : 

I A) Ccrro Avis;x+-elevations above 
700 meters on the south and southeast- 
ern siope of t!ic mountain: from the 
northern junction of Highway 715 and 
an ~;nnumbered dirt road southeast and 
sol;thwest along Highway ‘715 to the 
southern jlmction w:th the same un- 
numbered r!!rt rozd and Hiahway 715, 
north and northeast alow the unnum- 
hrrcti dirt road just belcw the southeast 
:.ic:ng rrcst r,f Ccrro Avispo to its junc- 
tion u :th Highway 715. 

:B) Monte cl Gate--entire summit 
above 700 mctcrs: irom the Junction of 
Iiish~zx:; 715 a::d the 700 meter contour 
mtcrval ucst a:mfi H~ghv:ay 715 +a the 
jur,rtion of Hi!fhw::y 715 rind an unnum- 
bcmi ran? north and nortkenst alon:: 
t!i!S :o:td ‘LO iv!lcre it crosses the 700 
:nrter contwr interval. and east along 
the 7Or) mvtc‘r wntow interval cu where 
it crosses flighway 715. 

?~POSED C~mca:. H~arrrr FOR THE GOLDZN 
Coaur IN Cmto AND MONTE n GATO. 

CC) Sierra de Cayey-elevations above 
700 meters: southeast from the junction 
of H!cnwsys 738 nr:d 15 along Highway 
15 to a pcmt .5 kilometer south of Bznch- 
mark 664.5. northcsst from this point in 
a line to a point on Highway 7741 two 
kilometers south of the junction of High- 
says 738 and $741. north and northwest 
nlonr: Hi~hxay 7741 to irs Junction with 
Hichway 738. Linti northwest from the 
junction of Hl::hn-ays 7741 and 738 along 
II~nhway 738 to its Junction with High- 
way 15. Refer to 7.5 minute U.S.G.S. 
Tol>ographical Xlnp. Cayey. Puerto Rico, 
1972. 
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